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I AM DELIGHTED TO ONCE 
AGAIN WELCOME YOU TO 
THE NORTHERN AUTOMOTIVE 
ALLIANCE ANNUAL DINNER

It is one year since the NAA became the 
Northern Automotive Alliance. While we 
knew that there were similarities between 
the industries in the North West and the 
extended M62 corridor, this last year has 
clearly shown a common heritage both 
sides of the Pennines including a legacy in 
commercial vehicles, large diesel engines 

many of our SMEs have high export levels, 
the last one is increasingly important as 
we move to lighter vehicles and the drive 
for CO2

geographical reach we have a new venue 
for the dinner, one that is more central 
to the NAA catchment area. Welcome to 
everyone: especially our new members 
who have travelled West tonight. 

We are all facing a changing future post  
the EU referendum. It is therefore important 
to keep abreast of what is happening within 
the industry and have the opportunity to 
get your views heard. The NAA is playing 
an important role in this debate and is 
there to keep you informed of changes 

The automotive industry remains a great 
success story for our country. Just 
remember that although we belong to 
a large global industry, it is individual 

commitment, dedication, and hard work 
that make it a success for all of us. 

Tonight gives us the opportunity to 
celebrate that locally with our sixth dinner 
and to recognise success through our 
Northern Automotive Alliance Awards.  
Thanks to everyone who has submitted an 
award entry and thanks to the sponsors 
and the assessors for their analysis and 
commitment, it is never easy to select 
a winner. In fact, all the applications are 
winners as it is a great marketing tool and 
I would recommend those companies 
who did not participate this year to start 
planning their submission for 2017! 

Thank you for joining us this evening, 
and I hope you have an enjoyable and 
memorable evening.

CHAIRMAN’S  
INTRODUCTION

SPE AKERS  
& MENU

SPEAKERS

MICHAEL STRAUGHAN  
Chairman of Directors, NAA 

LAWRENCE DAVIES MBE 
CEO, Automotive Investment Organisation (AIO), Department for International Trade

MASTER OF CEREMONIES

STEVE DICKSON

MENU

Smoked Chicken & Fennel Waldorf Salad

Carrot Puree, Fine Beans
Courgette & Fondant Potato

Taste of Manchester – Manchester Tart, Treacle Tart, Spiced Custard Tart, 
Raspberry Coulis, Seasonal Berries

AWARDS

MICHAEL  
STRAUGHAN

Chairman of Directors 
and Advisory Board, 

Northern Automotive 
Alliance



engagement continues to rise, process 
excellence and remarkable customer 
interface skills now need to be the norm, 
not the exception. We all demand much 
more as consumers and buyers. 

He has developed brands and sales forces 
with two global companies in Europe and 
Africa. He has held senior positions in DIY, 
Automotive, Broadcast Media, Chambers 
of Commerce and the Tobacco Industry, 
having started his customer skills with 
the Debenhams Group Management 
programme. He is a strong supporter of 
the automotive sector.

MASTER OF  
CEREMONIES
STEVE DICKSON MCIM
Creative Director - SD Marketing,  
Events & Training

Steve is a marketer and trainer and 
passionate about customer and sales 
strategy. Married to Sue with three sons 
(all marketers), and also married to golf 
and football! Much of Steve’s client time 
is on Customer Journey and training, and 
with his Presentation Skills Masterclass 
programme. As customers’ digital 

LAWRENCE DAVIES MBE
CEO, Automotive Investment Organisation 
(AIO), Department for International Trade

Lawrence Davies has had a 35 year career 
in the automotive industry. He started 
at General Motors (GM) in the UK within 
purchasing and supply chain after which 
he spent four years at Opel in Germany 
and spells in France and the USA. He 
became Director of GM UK Purchasing 
and Supply Chain in 2006. In 2013 
Lawrence joined UK Trade & Investment’s 
Automotive Investment Organisation (AIO) 
as Deputy CEO and has played a lead role 
in the AIO’s programme of engagement 
with automotive companies worldwide to 
promote the UK. He was made a fellow 
of the Institute of Purchasing in 2015. 

innovation and inspiration to its customers. 
Festo is a trusted worldwide partner to 
many automotive companies such as 
Jaguar Land Rover, BMW and Ford. The 
training and consulting division of the 
company specialises in the development 
of people, organisational and technology 
skills, training over 42,000 delegates 
worldwide every year.

FESTO
Festo is a global manufacturer of 
industrial automation technology with 
an annual turnover exceeding £2.64 
billion. Employing over 18,700 people 
worldwide, Festo is a proven innovator and 

and electrical automation. The company 
invests 8% of its annual turnover in R&D 
resulting in over 2,900 patents providing 

E VENT  
SPONSOR

Lawrence was awarded the MBE in the 
Queen’s 2016 New Year’s Honours List 
and this year he was appointed CEO of the 
AIO, which is now part of the Department 
for International Trade.



over 12,000 employees across 400 
business locations worldwide, GEFCO is 
developing its activities in East and South 
East Asia, Central and Eastern Europe, 
the Balkans and South America. GEFCO’s 
latest investment is the construction of a 
purpose-built Logistics Solutions Centre 
in Halewood, Liverpool, due to open in 
August 2017 (pictured).

GEFCO
GEFCO aims to deliver unique logistics 
solutions by working alongside 
manufacturers to design true value-
adding partnerships that strengthen 
competitiveness. The performance 
GEFCO delivers to its customers is built 
on the expertise acquired over the last 
65 years, particularly in the automotive 
industry. Present in 150 countries, with 

E VENT  
SPONSOR

NA A  
PROJECTS

STRIVE (Simulated Tools for Rapid 
Innovation in Vehicle Engineering) is 
an AMSCI-funded project to create a 
new ‘digital’ supply chain for the UK 
automotive sector. STRIVE has developed 

simulation, immersive virtual prototypes 
and processes for evaluation. The result 

the development of new vehicles and 
enhanced build quality. STRIVE partners are 
Bentley Motors, the Northern Automotive 
Alliance, Liverpool University’s Virtual 
Engineering Centre, Optis and Valuechain.

TWISTER is a collaborative research 
project, with funding from Innovate UK, for 
the development of titanium spring wire 
and high duty titanium spring applications 
for use in automotive lightweighting 

consortium, brought together by the 
NAA, is led by Performance Springs, with 

and Bentley Motors. TWISTER seeks a step 
change in cost reduction of titanium wire 
for springs by demonstrating an innovative 
continuous direct manufacturing process 
applied to both engine valve springs and 
suspension springs.

WWW.STRIVEPROJECT.ORG.UK

WWW.TWISTERPROJECT.CO.UK



AUTO MARINE is a manufacturer of  
high quality cables and a distributor of 
electrical components and accessories 
throughout the Automotive and Marine 
sectors. The company manufactures the 
cables in its UK factory, which enables it 
to have a large stockholding, resulting in 
short lead times and fast deliveries into 
workshops, regional distributors, harness 
manufacturers and OEMs. Auto Marine 
is a family-run business that has been 
operating for over 50 years and currently 

annual turnover of £10m. The company  
operates a lean manufacturing improvement  
programme which forms the basis for 
continuous improvement activities.

WWW.AUTOMARINECABLES.COM

BRIGGS AUTOMOTIVE COMPANY 
 is the British manufacturer 

of Mono, the world’s only road-legal, 
single-seat supercar. It’s designed, 
engineered and managed by 
experts with backgrounds in leading 
automotive brands including Bentley, 
Ford, McLaren, Renault, Mercedes-
Benz and Porsche. BAC is based in 
the UK, with a dealership agreement in 
the USA and global distribution. Mono 
is a luxury product that transcends 

Targeting a niche, BAC’s business is 

as formula sports itself; the formula 
experience on the road.

ASSEMBLY SOLUTIONS LTD 
(ASL) specialises in the design and 
manufacture of cable assemblies and 
wiring looms for the automotive industry. 
Electric and hybrid vehicles have been 
ASL’s specialty in recent years with 
demand increasing, and with recent 
investment in heavy machinery and 
automated equipment, ASL is starting 
to supply its products worldwide. ASL 

factory in Bolton and it is on target to 
reach £4m turnover by 2017.

AUTO MARINE CABLES is a British 
cable manufacturer and distributor of 
electrical components throughout the 
automotive and marine sectors. It is a 
third-generation family business and it 
prides itself on outstanding service levels 
throughout the UK, Europe and the rest 
of the world. Auto Marine now has over 
70 employees with a turnover of £11.6m 
and is striving to grow to £14m by 2019. 
Currently 98% of the turnover is UK and 
Ireland meaning there are opportunities 
for growth in export markets. Auto 
Marine operates a lean manufacturing 
improvement programme which forms 
the basis of its continuous improvement 
activities and helps drive down costs.

COMPANIES SHORTLISTED FOR 2016 AWARDS

WWW.AUTOMARINECABLES.COM

 
is the British manufacturer behind the 
Mono – the world’s only road-legal, 
single-seat supercar. The Liverpool-
based business was founded by 
brothers Neill and Ian Briggs, who set 
about providing the world with a road 

and pure driving experience possible – 
hence the Mono was born. Designed, 
engineered and managed by experts 
with backgrounds in several leading 
automotive brands, the Mono is a luxury 
product that owners can tailor to suit their 
needs. From performance to unique BAC 

bespoke buying experience.

CSA GROUP Testing UK specialises in  
product testing and development of diverse  
and advanced automotive technologies. 
CSA Group’s UK facilities are complemented  

 
testing solutions covering EMC and safety  
testing, vehicle-to-vehicle communication,  
structural and component fatigue, advanced  
drivelines (including engines, transmissions,  
electric motors and gaseous fuels), interior  
systems and environmental simulation. 

responsive service to leading global 
automotive manufacturers and suppliers 
and supports the work they’re doing in 

 
more connected vehicles.

COMPANIES SHORTLISTED FOR 2016 AWARDS



EA TECHNOLOGY has led My Electric 
Avenue, a pioneering Ofgem-funded 
project that has been examining the 
impact of electric vehicles (EVs) on the 
local electricity network as sales of EVs 
continue to rise. EA Technology is an 

 
high-tech instruments, software, electrical 
services and technical consultancy to the  
operators of power networks around the  
world. Through its Future Networks 
division it delivers innovative end-to-end 
solutions to facilitate the introduction of 
low carbon technologies to future proof 
electricity networks, resulting in lower 
cost connections, prompt adoption and 
reduced risk to business.

WWW.EATECHNOLOGY.COM

LIBRALATO, established in 2008, is 
an innovation specialist in low carbon 
vehicle technologies. It has expertise, 
knowledge and new concepts for 
the development of hybrid systems, 
validated through the European Green 
Cars Initiative and Innovate UK projects. 
Its Libralato hybrid engine is the most 
innovative advance in engine design 
since the 1950s Wankel rotary engine. 
The 48V ‘Town & Country Hybrid’ 
powertrain project (TC48) is promoting a 
new paradigm of driving for the average 
car. In a nutshell, ‘Town & Country 
Hybrid’ means driving electric in urban 
areas whilst using the engine for higher 
speeds and longer distances.

WWW.LIBRALATO.CO.UK

EA TECHNOLOGY, one of the lead 
partners in the new Electric Nation project  
www.electricnation.org.uk, is the recognised  
UK authority on the impact of electric vehicles  
(EVs) on the electricity network, and the 
pioneer of smart solutions to mitigate this 
impact. EA Technology is an employee-

instruments, software, electrical services and  
technical consultancy to the operators of  
power networks around the world. Through  
its Smart Interventions business it delivers  
innovative end-to-end solutions to facilitate  
the introduction of low carbon technologies  
to future proof electricity networks, resulting  
in lower cost connections, prompt 
adoption and reduced risk to business. 

WWW.EATECHNOLOGY.COM

WWW.FORCETECHNOLOGY.CO.UK

FORCE TECHNOLOGY was established 
to pave the way for development and 
innovation in the high precision, high duty 
spring markets. The technology-leading 
manufacturing company is focused on 
continuously improving its products and 
systems. Force Technology has invested 
in a modern, state-of-the-art factory in 
Blackpool, Lancashire, and the workforce 
has combined experience in the high 
precision spring industry of well over 100 
years. The company operates as a solution 
provider to design, manufacture and test 
springs for dynamic and high dynamic 
applications primarily in the transportation 
sector including heavy diesel, premier and 
performance automotive, and motorsport.

COMPANIES SHORTLISTED FOR 2016 AWARDS

FORTEQ UK is a Swiss-owned global 
plastics solutions provider to the 
automotive industry. Its focus areas are 
technical components such as gears, 
timing system guides, air suspension 

complex door latch housings, engine 

Forteq utilises 6-axis robots and vision 

of high volume components. The Forteq 
team is highly focused on meeting 
customer expectations and has a wealth 
of experience both in the UK and globally 
to ensure a competitive solution can be 

FYLDE CNC is a sub-contract precision 
CNC machining company, manufacturing 
high quality components for OEMs and 
Tier 1s in a range of sectors including 
automotive and aerospace. Fylde CNC 

the-art factory and the latest machinery 
as part of the company’s vision to 
become a world-class manufacturing 
company. Fylde CNC is particularly well 
known for producing components for 
some of the world’s leading premium, 
luxury and performance automotive 
brands. The company has also recently 
expanded into the production of complex 
parts, in addition to manufacturing many 
products in millions of units.

COMPANIES SHORTLISTED FOR 2016 AWARDS

CORRECT  PHOTO ?



SIGMATEX is one of the world’s leading 
independent converters of carbon 

carbon textiles for composite material 
applications. From global locations, 
Sigmatex supplies Spread Tow, 2D Woven, 
Unidirectional, Multiaxial (non-crimp), 3D 
and Recovered textiles across a wide 
range of industries. Sigmatex’s proven 
capability converts millions of pounds of 

which require high levels of quality and 
reliability. Sigmatex works with customers 

various requirements, often needing an 
innovative approach to textile design and 
processes, a core strength of Sigmatex.

NGFE is a global business with 
manufacturing units in Japan, China, UK 
and Canada, and it is a member of the 
NSG Group of companies. The group 
is a world-leader in the manufacture of 
glass products for building, automotive 
and information electronics applications. 
NGFE is at the forefront of the design, 
manufacture and marketing of specialised 
glass cord products used in synchronous 
drive applications. Carbon Fibre, Aramid 
and Hybrid cords are also part of the 
company’s portfolio. Primarily used in the 
automotive industry, NGFE cord is also 
used in belts for domestic appliances, 

and power tools.

WWW.NGFEUROPE.COM

WWW.SIGMATEX.COM

G&P is a leading total quality management 
services provider to manufacturing 
companies around the world in the 
automotive and aerospace industries. 
Through its innovative approach and 
proprietary technologies, the company 
helps high-value manufacturers and 
their suppliers manage complex supply 

The company received a 2016 Queen’s 
Award for Enterprise Innovation. For 
the third year in succession, it was also 
named in the London Stock Exchange’s 
‘1,000 companies to inspire Britain’ report, 

of 100% annually for the last four years.

OAKTEC is a specialist in low carbon 
innovation and concept engine development.  
Founded by Paul Andrews, OakTec has worked  
on low carbon innovation and concept 
development in the automotive arena for more  
than 15 years, including the Pulse-R engine 
invention and hybrid energy recovery 
technologies. The OakTec team developed 

motorsport and is now wholly focussed on 
the development and commercialisation 
of the Pulse-R multi-gas and multi-fuel 

commercial contract for Pulse-R in 2016 to 
develop a multi-fuel Pulse-R for the MoD. 

investment to industrialise the technology.

WWW.GPQM.COM

WWW.OAKTEC.NET

COMPANIES SHORTLISTED FOR 2016 AWARDS

SCORPION AUTOMOTIVE is the UK’s 
leading designer and manufacturer of 
vehicle alarm, immobiliser and GPS 
tracking systems for cars, motorcycles, 
LCVs and HGVs. Scorpion has also 
established itself as a world leader in the 
design and manufacture of vehicle LED 
and bulb failure monitoring. The company’s 
in-house team designs hardware and 
software to TS 16949 standards, allowing 
rapid concept to prototype development. 
Scorpion products are supplied worldwide 
and to automotive manufacturers such 
as Aston Martin, BMW Motorrad, BAC, 
Caterham, Toyota, Subaru, Isuzu, DAF 
Trucks, Leyland Trucks, Iveco, Norton and 
Triumph Motorcycles.

PLUS POINT is a pan-European company 
operating since 2008; it is a specialist provider  
of quality auditing, liaison and inspection 
technicians to both Tier 1 and 2 suppliers. 
Plus Point works with manufacturing and 
assembly operations in the automotive 
industry, delivering immediate support where  
clients have a requirement for any quality-
related issues with robust containment 

Point enables continuity to operational 

in time-critical environments. The company 
supplies technicians 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, 365 days per year, working 
with global organisations, SMEs and small 
family-operated businesses.

WWW.PLUSPOINTQUALITY.CO.UK

WWW.SCORPIONAUTO.COM

COMPANIES SHORTLISTED FOR 2016 AWARDS



SOMI
a trailer carrying eight extra pallets. 
Occupying the space under the trailer, 
accessed through the rear doors, 
SOMIs are double deckers but only 4m 
high. This innovative solution may save 
the cost of one in four trips, increase 

using patented technology and following 
years of research and development. 
Great for 4m infrastructure, foreign 

SOMIs can be used as a conventional 

and be multi-temperature, providing 

VODAFONE AUTOMOTIVE is a leading 
provider of connected car products 
and services - which include InCar 
Telematics, Stolen Vehicle Tracking 
and Usage Based Insurance solutions 

logistics providers and insurance 
companies. Vodafone Automotive is 
part of Vodafone’s Internet of Things 
(IoT) business unit which connects 
devices such as cars to the internet. 
This enables cars to exchange real 
time status information to create new 
insights, applications and solutions to 
transform the way we live and work.

WWW.SOMITRAILERS.COM

WWW.AUTOMOTIVE.VODAFONE.CO.UK

COMPANIES SHORTLISTED FOR 2016 AWARDS INNOVATION
AWARD

This Award is for technical innovation and is related to either a product or a 
process. Innovation projects entered for this category would typically have 

JUDGES

AWARD PRESENTED BY STUART LORD

SPONSORED BY

JAGUAR LAND ROVER is the UK’s largest automotive manufacturing business, directly 
employing more than 38,000 people, more than double the number in 2011. Ambitious 

over £3bn committed to product creation and facilities in the year to March 2017, 
alongside a focus on reducing its carbon footprint by 30% by 2020, Jaguar Land Rover 
has a solid foundation on which to meet its future growth ambitions. 



SHORTLISTED COMPANIES

BAC
Briggs Automotive Company (BAC) is the British manufacturer of the Mono; the world’s 
only road-legal, single-seat supercar. It’s designed, engineered and produced by BAC 
and is based in Liverpool, UK. The Mono is the very embodiment of BAC’s approach; 
purity of design, innovative engineering, zero compromise and ultra-high performance. 
BAC’s approach is to incorporate new technology into the car, with the example of the 

performance of Mono to be maximised and for the car to be a showcase for innovative 
technology while at the same time also demonstrating the technical capability of the North 
West and the UK. BAC is very proud of the engineering heritage and capability within the 
UK and works in conjunction with leading universities, Catapults and innovative companies.

CSA GROUP 
CSA has created a novel test rig to support validation of a new design of 48V heavy 
duty starter-generator system. This is enabling North and North East based suppliers of 
advanced electric driveline systems to validate their systems prior to production release 
for a major European OEM allowing them to concentrate their resources on new product 
development and manufacturing capacity. The in-house designed test rig permits testing 

speed cycle with complete ‘lights-out’ capability.. This test rig represents a further step 
in CSA’s development of electric driveline testing capability, helping CSA support local 
suppliers to bring innovative low carbon technologies to market.

G&P 
G&P has developed a Quality Excellence Model designed to help high-value manufacturing 
organisations to manage complex supply chains, control costs and deliver the right 

resources and expertise they need for the proactive management of supplier quality 

the Quality Excellence Model facilitates sustainable long-term quality improvement, by 
enabling manufacturers and their suppliers to rapidly identify the root-cause of quality 
problems problem and take decisive action to permanently eliminate them.

SHORTLISTED COMPANIES

OAKTEC
OakTec’s award-winning Pulse-R Multi-gas engine that has been developed with funding 
support from the Niche Vehicle Network, Innovate UK and the APC is now reaching the 
exciting commercialisation phase. Private equity funding is being sought to industrialise 
and launch a low cost 400cc single cylinder low emission gas engine to displace the 
ubiquitous diesel engine that is sold in millions of units to power industrial equipment, 
generators and small vehicles. By incorporating a unique valve system and a highly 

outperform the diesel engine in all key areas with 20% better torque, 15% lower fuel 
consumption and much lower harmful emissions. OakTec has ready-made market outlets 
through partnership with the EU’s largest small engine supplier EP Barrus and has just 
secured a development contract with the MoD to develop a multi-fuel Pulse-R.

SOMI 

At 4m high, SOMIs carry eight extra pallets by incorporating the area underneath into the 
body. The load is automatically moved down and up and forward by decks using air bags 
at 3psi and is controlled by an on-board computer. Now under trials with UK retail giants 

in Europe, North America and Asia. This new innovation has taken nine years and has 
achieved 22 granted patents.

VODAFONE AUTOMOTIVE 
Vodafone Automotive is a leading provider of connected car products and services - 
which include InCar Telematics, Stolen Vehicle Tracking and Usage Based Insurance 

companies. Vodafone Automotive is part of Vodafone’s Internet of Things (IoT) business 
unit which connects devices such as cars to the internet. This enables cars to exchange 
real time status information to create new insights, applications and solutions to 
transform the way we live and work.



INTERNATIONAL TRADE
AWARD

This Award is for companies that have been  
involved in exporting products during 2016.

JUDGES

AWARD PRESENTED BY STUART KNOWLES 

SPONSORED BY

MORSON GROUP, an award-winning business, is renowned for its quality of service in 
technical recruitment and innovative contributions to cutting-edge engineering design. 
With a global presence and a turnover of £771m in 2015, Morson Group is a three-strong 
collective. Morson International is a specialist technical and engineering recruitment 

disciplined project management, engineering and design services to clients across a 
variety of industrial sectors. Vital Human Resources Ltd, acquired by Morson in 2013, is an 
engineering consultancy and recruitment business that delivers high calibre projects and 
people, separately or as a single focused solution.

SHORTLISTED COMPANIES

BAC 
The BAC supply chain is predominantly UK-based, with 45% of its bill of materials 
sourced within Liverpool and the North West region, and 98% in the UK. With dealership 
agreements in the UK, USA, Hong Kong, China, Taiwan and Japan BAC exports 95% of 

quite an achievement for an SME. BAC has sold in excess of 100 cars and is currently 

sport itself; the formula experience on the road.

FORCE TECHNOLOGY 
A professional and strategic export marketing approach has enabled Force Technology to 
achieve levels of growth over the last year that far outstrip reasonable expectations for a 
new business. Items such as the company’s website have provided the reassurance that the 
company has the capability to deliver large orders for springs that need to meet particularly 
demanding requirements. The company has been elevated from being a volume spring 

springs to cope with high performance use and challenging duty cycles. Force Technology 

diesel, often displacing previous suppliers that have been in business for many years.

SCORPION AUTOMOTIVE 
Scorpion Automotive is fast becoming a global force in the design and manufacture 
of automotive electronic products, alarms, immobilisers, tracking systems and LED 
technology. With a strong emphasis on research and development backed up by the 
recent £1 million investment in a new state of the art manufacturing facility at its Chorley 
site, Scorpion already supplies an impressive list of vehicle manufacturers and aftermarket 
customers with sales in 15 countries spanning 6 continents.



SHORTLISTED COMPANIES

ASSEMBLY SOLUTIONS 
Assembly Solutions is a multi-award winning manufacturer of cable assemblies, 
wiring harnesses and electrical control panels. Based in Bolton, ASL has set 
ambitious growth targets of reaching £10m by 2023, with its Automotive department 

campaign, where it has already sealed a partnership with the £17m National Centre 
for Motorsport Engineering. This includes becoming the preferred wiring harness 
manufacturer for all supercars built by the centre.

EA TECHNOLOGY 
EA Technology is delivering the Electric Nation project, hosted by Western Power Distribution 
(WPD), in collaboration with partners including DriveElectric, Lucy Electric GridKey and TRL. 
EA Technology is responsible for managing all aspects of customer research, PR, marketing 
and dissemination of learning for the project. The Electric Nation project aims to build an 
understanding of the potential impact that the increasing uptake of EVs will have on local 
electricity networks. The ultimate objective is to recruit 500-700 people buying or leasing 
an electric vehicle to take part in the project. Fellow NAA member Automotive Comms won 
the tender to direct and deliver the marketing and communications for the project. Due to a 
strategic and multi-faceted marketing approach, the project was launched successfully at 
LCV2016, it has achieved high levels of awareness in the industry, and has already received a 
large number of enquiries to date.

MARKETING
AWARD

This Award is for SMEs that can demonstrate an innovative and creative approach 

communications, that has had a positive impact on the business. The project or 
delivery should be integrated in the fabric of the business and have its rationale 

JUDGES

AWARD PRESENTED BY NIGEL WALKER

SPONSORED BY

MINI GEARS is a privately-owned sub-contract engineering company manufacturing high 
precision machined parts and geared components. The company is well renowned for input 
into design and cost saving ideas for machining requirements and has helped many of its 
customers achieve their optimum target design as well as help reduce their manufacturing 

Gears continually invests in new machinery to support the markets it serves and the company 
has won many awards for its machining capabilities and supply chain partnerships.

FORCE TECHNOLOGY 
A professional and strategic marketing approach has enabled Force Technology to achieve 
levels of growth over the last year that far outstrip reasonable expectations for a new 
business. Items such as the company’s website have provided the reassurance that the 
company has the capability to deliver large orders for springs that need to meet particularly 
demanding requirements. The company has been elevated from being a volume spring 

springs to cope with high performance use and challenging duty cycles. Force Technology 

diesel, often displacing previous suppliers that have been in business for many years.



WHICH  
AWARD  

WILL YOUR  
COMPANY BE  

ENTERING  
IN 2017?

SHORTLISTED COMPANIES

FYLDE CNC 
Fylde CNC, a sub-contract precision CNC machining company, wanted to broaden its 

the most of additional opportunities in the automotive industry. The resulting marketing 
project looked at overall marketing strategy and elements including website, presentations 
and brochures. Since the new marketing strategy was implemented, Fylde CNC has gained 
nine new customers and has had an increase in sales to date this year of £591,135 and 
estimated additional growth for 2017 is £960,000. Fylde CNC’s Managing Director states 
that this increase in sales of over £1.5 million is due to the new marketing strategy. The 
marketing has been carried out for a budget in the region of £15,000. An increase in sales 
of £1.5 million seems like a good return on an investment of £15,000. 



SHORTLISTED COMPANIES

PLUS POINT
As a specialist provider of quality auditing, liaison and inspection technicians to both 
Tier 1 and 2 suppliers, Plus Point has experienced growth year-on-year. This has 
allowed the company to reinvest into its employees across a range of sectors. One-to-
one training and the set-up of a skills matrix has led the company to train and develop 

where they have the most technical knowledge. As a result, the company has been able 
to streamline its services to clients. Technician’s time on clients’ sites is more succinct 

The procedures that Plus Point has implemented have contributed to the company 
being awarded ISO 9001.

AUTO MARINE CABLES
Auto Marine Cables believes that the training and development of its employees is vital 
and that it contributes to the success of the business. Over the next 12 months Auto 
Marine will be rolling out training programmes such as leadership courses for all levels of 
management to ensure the leadership style is consistent and fair at all times. Other training 

are the best they can be at what they do. Regular communication internally to all teams 
about the business plan, strategy and where the company is up to in achieving its goals 
has improved colleagues’ understanding of how they play a part. It has made the workforce 
feel valued and put the activities and improvements being carried out into context, and 
explained why they are needed.

PEOPLE & SKILLS
AWARD

This Award will acknowledge and celebrate investment in skills by a small to medium 
sized enterprise employing less than 250 people in the engineering and advanced 

manufacturing sector. This category will recognise a business that invests in the 
training and development of its workforce. Judges will be looking for applicants able 
to demonstrate that they are a leading light in this area by showing clear evidence of 

JUDGES

AWARD PRESENTED BY MIKE DICKINSON

SPONSORED BY

INDUSTRY FORUM is a leading provider of consultancy and training, working with industrial  
and manufacturing organisations to deliver operational excellence and improve productivity.  

solutions, helping companies increase their performance and become more competitive. 
This may be through process improvement or employee skills enhancement. Its activities 
can range from single-day training interventions, through facility transformation projects to 
corporate improvement programmes. Consultancy –Training – Interim – Assessment. 



MANUFACTURING EXCELLENCE
AWARD

This Award will go to the SME manufacturing company who can 

that focus on improvements in quality, cost, productivity, physical 
waste reduction and non-value adding activities, customer service and 
safety - with processes and policies encouraging the development of 

an engaged workforce and a lasting culture of continuous improvement.

JUDGES

AWARD PRESENTED BY ASH EVANS 

SPONSORED BY

VAUXHALL MOTORS has been manufacturing motor vehicles in the UK continuously 
since 1903. Vauxhall’s range spans all mainstream sectors of the vehicle market with 
best-selling model names such as ADAM, Astra, Corsa, Cascada, Meriva, Mokka, 

manufacturer of commercial vehicles in the UK and is parent company General Motors’ 
fourth largest global market. The company employs around 5,000 people in the UK 
and exports three quarters of its production. It is headquartered in Luton, Bedfordshire, 
where it also manufactures the Vivaro light commercial vehicle.  A second plant at 
Ellesmere Port in Cheshire produces the Astra and Astra Sports Tourer.

SHORTLISTED COMPANIES

AUTO MARINE CABLES 
Auto Marine Cables operates a lean manufacturing improvement programme which 
forms the basis of its continuous improvement activities and helps drive costs out of the 
business. Auto Marine realised that to become the lean business it wants to be and to free 
up the necessary time to work on other important activities (such as grow export sales) it 
would have to make some fundamental changes to what it does. Through the design and 
development of a completely bespoke software system it believes it has created improved, 
error-proofed and streamlined processes in all departments. This will free up the time to 
focus on the activities it needs to carry out to achieve its growth targets.

FORTEQ 

components and assemblies to the automotive industry. Many of the components or 
assemblies it produces are unseen on the vehicle such as engine timing systems, air 

or window wiper mechanisms. Processing engineering polymers, the company produces 
precision plastic parts to often very demanding tolerances. forteq Group has global 
injection moulding facilities in Europe, USA and China with over 800 employees and has a 
Gear Competence Centre in Switzerland and Automotive Pumps Competence Centre in 
Italy. forteq supplies to some of the most well-known brands in the automotive industry.

SCORPION AUTOMOTIVE 
Scorpion Automotive is fast becoming a global force in the design and manufacture 
of automotive electronic products, alarms, immobilisers, tracking systems and LED 
technology. With a strong emphasis on research and development backed up by the 
recent £1 million investment in a new state of the art manufacturing facility at its Chorley 
site, Scorpion already supplies an impressive list of vehicle manufacturers and aftermarket 
customers with sales in 15 countries spanning 6 continents.



LOGISTICS EXCELLENCE 
AWARD

This Award is for businesses that can demonstrate all-round logistical success, 
innovation and above all, excellence. This success can be focused on general 

business performance, launch or development of a new logistics process, 
environmental impact or people engagement.

JUDGES

AWARD PRESENTED BY MICK DOYLE

SPONSORED BY

DHL SUPPLY CHAIN is a leading contract logistics provider to the automotive industry. 
It has a proven track record of designing and operating world-class supply chains that 
overcome complex customer challenges. Its services cover the entire supply chain from 
transportation, warehousing, inventory and supplier management to kitting, sub-assembly, 
sequencing, line feeding, packaging services and aftermarket solutions. In the UK, DHL 
provides support to a diverse portfolio of OEMs and Tier suppliers. The value DHL brings 
comes from its ability to create innovative and collaborative solutions which enhance 
supply chain agility, allowing its customers to focus on the core areas of their business. 

SHORTLISTED COMPANIES

BAC
Logistics is at the heart of BAC’s business. With 98% of its supply chain being UK-based 
and 45% of the bill of materials sourced within Liverpool and North West region, this has a 

minimising its in-bound logistics footprint. With dealership agreements in the UK, USA, Hong 

owners have been introduced to a new benchmark in overall satisfaction by virtue of the 

of its customers by name. This is the foundation of an engaging emotional connection to a 
tribe in which owners are both welcome and feel a custodial sense of pride and involvement.  

AUTO MARINE CABLES
At the core of Auto Marine Cables is a commitment to continuous improvement which 

service possible to its customers. Its lean manufacturing improvement programme is an 
essential part of this approach with the aim of freeing up time to enable it to focus on its 
growth targets, an example of which is growing its export sales. As a result it has taken the 
decision to make fundamental changes to its operations and logistics activities with the 
aim of achieving its growth targets.



COMPANY OF THE YEAR
AWARD

This Award is for businesses that can demonstrate all-round success. 
This success can be focused on general business performance, 

launch of a new product, or development of a new process.

JUDGES

AWARD PRESENTED BY MICHAEL STRAUGHAN 

SPONSORED BY

BENTLEY MOTORS is the most sought after luxury car brand in the world. The company’s 
headquarters in Crewe is home to all of its operations including design, R&D, engineering 
and production of the company’s four model lines – Continental, Flying Spur, Bentayga 

down through generations, alongside engineering expertise and cutting-edge technology, 
is unique to UK luxury car brands such as Bentley. It is also an example of high-value British 
manufacturing at its best. Bentley employs around 4,000 people at Crewe.

1 0  M A R C H  2 0 16 
Ginetta Cars tour &  

networking event, Leeds

Automechanika  
Birmingham

Cholmondeley Power  
and Speed, Cheshire

5  O C T O B E R  2 0 16 
Helical Technology tour  

& networking event,  
Warton Technical Centre

NA A 2016 E VENT HIGHLIGHTS



TEL: 0161 980 6436  

AUTOMOTIVECOMMS.CO.UK

Specialist marketing and communication 
consultancy for the automotive industry

Automotive Comms also runs  
www.GreenCarGuide.co.uk 

The Original UK Green Car News Site, 
established 2006, providing news, reviews, 
features and a guide to the latest green cars.

Marketing and communication strategies

Branding

Website design, e-marketing  
and multimedia

Design for print and  
exhibitions

Photography and video

Writing and PR

Carrying out the role of marketing director for your organisation 

The UK’s leading low emission vehicle communication experts


