[image: image1.jpg](-
automotive

Alliagnce




Northern Automotive Alliance Business Awards

LJMU 

Industry LCR 4.0 AWARD 2018
SME Only – No geographical restrictions
The Northern Automotive Alliance Business Awards provide automotive companies with the recognition for their achievements. Becoming a shortlisted award applicant, will provide your organisation with the opportunity to be recognised at this high-profile event, as a leading player in the automotive industry. Your organisation will benefit from being highlighted on the evening in front of key individuals from the region’s automotive community and leaders of the automotive community from across the UK and in subsequent nationwide PR about the event and the awards. 

This year the Annual Dinner will take place on Thursday 8th November 2018 at The Mere Golf Resort & Spa, Knutsford.
4IR is the convergence of digital, physical and biological assets and is creating unprecedented opportunities for UK manufacturing businesses and supply chains to optimise productive and competitiveness.  
This award is sponsored by LJMU LCR 4.0, an innovation aid project part funded by ERDF to supporting SME’s to develop smarter products, processes and supply chains to increase productivity.  The award is open to SMEs only, and we are looking for applications from companies who have used these technology enablers to benefit their core business.  Applications from companies for whom Industry 4.0 technologies are their core business will be rejected.

If you have implemented a project that has been concluded and you can evidence the benefits that it has provided then this is the award for you.  The project should be within at least one of the following technology areas:
· Cloud computing

· Simulation

· Autonomous Systems 

· Cyber Security

· Additive Manufacturing

· Augmented Reality

· Systems Integration

· Big data management
· Internet of Things

APPLICATION FORM
	COMPANY NAME 
(This is the name that will appear on the certificate)
	

	COMPANY ADDRESS
	

	CONTACT NAME
	

	CONTACT POSITION
	

	CONTACT PHONE NUMBER
	

	CONTACT EMAIL 
	

	NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES
	

	SECTION 1: COMPANY Please provide a brief overview of your company, this will be included within the awards brochure.  Download the 2017 programme here to see an example from last year  

http://northernautoalliance.com/about/naa-awards/
Word limit: 100 words


	

	SECTION 2: TOP LINE SUMMARY 

Please give a summary of your entry that captures the essence of your entry.  You should make reference to the particular technology enablers that have been utilised within your project

Word limit: 50 words

	

	SECTION 3: STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
What was the driver for commencing the project?  

Do you have a digital strategy?

Is the project primarily focussed on outcomes for internal, external use or a combination of both?
How does it link into your strategic plan and growth strategy?

What research did you undertake prior to commencing the project?

What challenges needed to be addressed to have a successful outcome?

Word limit: 300 words

	

	SECTION 4: THE PROJECT
Describe the project and its implementation, including the involvement of others; who they were, covering both internal and external support.  
Explain how long the project took, the steps involved, the use of lean tools, how you managed the project and specific challenges that arose during the project.
Word limit: 500 words

	

	SECTION 5: ACHIEVEMENTS
Please state all the short and long-term outcomes using clear metrics, your emphasis should be on outcomes and operational KPIs with both before and after results.  
Word limit: 500 words

	

	SECTION 6: FUTURE PLANS
Please describe your future plans, in the short, medium and long-term.

What were the successes and learning points for the future?

How will you achieve your plans and what is the expectation of the impact on the overall business performance.

Describe your digital readiness level by personal assessment of your capabilities in the following competencies: technical capability, data maturity, systems integration, value creation for the business, leadership & people involvement

Word limit: 300 words

	

	SECTION 7: APPLICATION ABSTRACT

Please provide an abstract of your application for inclusion in the Dinner brochure.  Download the 2017 brochure here for examples from last year

http://northernautoalliance.com/about/naa-awards/
Word limit: 150 words

	


CLOSING DATE: 
The closing date for all entries is midnight, 14th September 2018.  Completed forms should be submitted to Zoe Desoer via email zoe@northernautoalliance.com
CONDITIONS OF ENTRY:

· All entries must be submitted on the application form in electronic format

· All entries must represent activities within the last 12 months

· The closing date for receipt of completed applications is 14th September 2018 

· Applicants must address the criteria established for each category, against which the judges will make their decisions

· The judge’s decision is final

· You are prepared to provide pictures of your company or project to support the application, which will be used at the Awards Ceremony and in future publicity linked to the Awards.

· A summary of your application will be prepared for use in the Dinner Brochure, this will be developed in conjunction with you and you will have final approval on the content.  Photography & logos are also required at this stage.  The completion date for this is 14th September 2018.
JUDGING:

· NAA will appoint a panel of judges from sponsors and experts in the individual categories

· The judges will shortlist a minimum of 3 finalists in each category and the winners will be announced at the Awards ceremony on 8th November 2017.

· Applicants may be contacted for further information or matters of clarification

If you have any queries relating to any aspects of the competition, please contact zoe@northernautoalliance.com
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MARKETING MATERIALS CHECKLIST: (See Notes Below)  √

       
     

	Application form completed in full
	

	Activities represent last 12 months
	

	High-Res Picture to illustrate company attached
	

	High-Res Company logo attached
	

	Video or Power Point attached [optional] 3-5mins
	


NOTES:

Pictures

Pictures to illustrate company – these can be pictures of your premises or your product etc.  Pictures need to be a landscape format and a very high resolution, (If attaching a JPEG file, picture size should be a minimum of 6000 x 4000 pixels) – examples of pictures can be seen in last year’s brochure from previous award applicants  http://northernautoalliance.com/wp-content/uploads/naa-dinner-brochure-2017.pdf 

Company Logo

As above, we require your logo in EPS/Vector Format or JPEG with a minimum size of 4000 pixels.

Video

All award applicants are invited to submit a company video [circa 3-5 mins in length] – These videos are played on screens throughout the dinner. If you do not have a company video, please attach power points and we can then make this into a video.

