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WELCOME TO THE NORTHERN 
AUTOMOTIVE ALLIANCE 
ANNUAL DINNER FROM YOUR 
NEW CHAIRMAN

It is almost one year since I returned to 
the UK to become the Senior Director at 
Getrag Ford Transmissions in Halewood 
after three years in the Slovak Republic 
at our Kechnec plant. I was surprised 
when I received the call from Michael just 
over a month ago explaining that he was 
leaving Bentley and the industry. I felt very 
honoured when he subsequently asked if I 
would be interested in taking over the role 
of Chairman of the NAA.  With our industry 
facing many disruptions, it’s certainly a 
dynamic time to step into the role but 
I always enjoy a challenge! I have been 
fortunate enough to experience living and 
working in different countries in my career 
and I strongly believe that our industry in 
the North of England has the competence 
and commitment to deliver great results. 

The Industrial Strategy has given the NAA 
an opportunity to gather the views of its 
members and the feedback was very 
strong that, while national requirements 
provide the backbone for our automotive 
activity, regional requirements can be 
significantly different across the country. 

In the area covered by the NAA we 
have a very diverse range of companies 
supporting the industry and achieving 
volume manufacturing is key. To ensure 
their continued success and growth it 
is important that we have an Industrial 
Strategy solution that works for everyone, 
not just for new technology.

This is our seventh dinner and my thanks 
go to the sponsors, I hope to speak to 
each one of you tonight. I am also grateful 
to everyone who has submitted an Award 
entry, even though there is only one 
winner in each category, in reality you are 
all winners, as it is a great marketing tool 
with no attached costs. I understand many 
of you have said, not this year, but next 
year – we will hold you to that and let’s 
look to make 2018 an outstanding year for 
applications!

Thank you for joining us for this event 
and I hope you have an enjoyable and 
memorable evening.

CHAIRMAN’S  
INTRODUCTION

SPE AKERS  
& MENU

SPEAKERS

IAN CONSTANCE  
CEO, Advanced Propulsion Centre UK (APC UK) 

WES JACKLIN & MICHAEL STRAUGHAN 
Current & Immediate Past Chairman of Directors, NAA

MASTER OF CEREMONIES

STEVE DICKSON

MENU

Goats Cheese Crottin 
Pepper Chutney, Basil Pesto & Black Olive

Breast of Chicken with Fondant Potato  
Wilted Greens, Fine Beans 

Tomato, Parsley Jus

Vanilla Brûlée with Shortbread Biscuit

Freshly Brewed Tea & Coffee

AWARDS

WES JACKLIN 

Chairman of Directors 
and Advisory Board, 

Northern Automotive 
Alliance



developed brands and sales forces with 
two global companies in Europe and 
Africa holding senior positions in DIY, 
Automotive, Broadcast Media, Chambers 
of Commerce and the Tobacco Industry.

His early customer focus skills came with 
the Debenhams Group Management 
programme. He is a strong supporter of 
the automotive sector and in 2017/18 is 
developing some specific automotive 
training modules.

One of Steve’s favourite quotes was 
from the late management guru, Peter F. 
Drucker. “The purpose of a business is 
to create and keep a customer.”

MASTER OF  
CEREMONIES
STEVE DICKSON MCIM
MD of Customer - Journey.io  
‘the marketing partners’

Steve is a marketer and trainer and 
passionate about supporting teams 
in customer service and presentation 
and sales skills. We’re all aware of the 
importance they play in sales conversion. 
Focus Groups, Customer feedback 
data programmes and team skills 
development training all fall under the 
‘Customer Journey’ portfolio. Steve has 

IAN CONSTANCE
CEO, Advanced Propulsion Centre UK 
(APC UK)

Ian Constance joined the Advanced 
Propulsion Centre as CEO in September 
2015. Prior to this Ian worked with Ford 
Motor Company in Detroit where he was 
most recently Global Chief Engineer for 
Large Cars. In that position he led the 
product development activities for the 
Ford Mondeo/Fusion and Ford Taurus. The 
role involved all elements of the product 
engineering, design, manufacturing 
readiness and business case development 
with a very keen focus on future customer 
needs. Working on these product lines 
gave Ian wide experience of developing 

Festo is a trusted worldwide partner to 
many automotive companies such as 
Jaguar Land Rover, BMW and Ford. The 
training and consulting division of the 
company specialises in the development 
of people, organisational and technology 
skills, training over 42,000 delegates 
worldwide every year.

Festo is a global manufacturer of 
industrial automation technology with 
annual turnover exceeding £2.64 billion. 
Employing over 18,700 people worldwide, 
Festo is a proven innovator and problem 
solver in the fields of pneumatic and 
electrical automation. The company 
invests 8% of its annual turnover in R&D 
resulting in over 2,900 patents providing 
innovation and inspiration to its customers. 

E VENT  
SPONSOR

and integrating HEV, PHEV and high tech 
Gasoline and Diesel internal combustion 
engines into global platforms. Ian has 
held positions globally in the automotive 
industry with over 25 years’ experience. 
Prior to his time working in the US, he 
spent six years at Ford’s Asia Pacific HQ, 
first in Bangkok and then in Shanghai.
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AUTO MARINE is a manufacturer of  
high quality cables and a distributor of 
electrical components and accessories 
throughout the Automotive and Marine 
sectors. The company manufactures the 
cables in its UK factory, which enables it 
to have a large stockholding, resulting in 
short lead times and fast deliveries into 
workshops, regional distributors, harness 
manufacturers and OEMs. Auto Marine 
is a family-run business that has been 
operating for over 50 years and currently 
has over 70 members of staff and an 
annual turnover of £10m. The company  
operates a lean manufacturing improvement  
programme which forms the basis for 
continuous improvement activities.

WWW.AUTOMARINECABLES.COM

ACORN2OAK INNOVATION 
SOLUTIONS Director Chris Berg PhD, 
CEng, MInstMC has extensive global 
engineering experience including 
Technical/Engineering Directorships in 
Automotive and other sectors. Chris’s 
track record of implementing cost-
effective quality assured solutions drives  
sustainable business growth. Advanced  
Engineering and Industry 4.0 solutions are  
being applied to progress manufacturing  
by removing cost and increasing 
throughput of production processes. 
Acorn2Oak is developing a high-throughput  
commercially viable composites forming 
process and leading the Niche Vehicle 
Network CHASM R&D project.

WWW.A2OIS.COM

COMPANIES SHORTLISTED FOR 2017 AWARDS

CCM MOTORCYCLES was established in 
1971 by Alan Clews. The initial concept 
and core company business activity was 
to manufacture motocross motorcycles 
within the UK.  Throughout the years, 
CCM has produced all of the components 
such as the frame, engine parts and 
suspension in-house. In 1977, CCM 
achieved the Queen’s Award for Export.  
Between 1979-1985, CCM acquired 
military contracts to supply motorcycles 
to governments throughout the world 
as well as a healthy supply of civilian 
motorcycles to the UK and European 
markets. Today, CCM continues to 
produce motorcycles for on and off road 
purposes as well as military contracts.

WWW.CCM-MOTORCYCLES.COM

CLEARAIRTECH was established 
in early 2016 to exploit ‘pulse air 
technology’, the result of which is the 
‘Catalytic Fuel Reformer and Emissions 
Reducer’ (CFR-ER). The CFR-ER is 
a system, for internal combustion 
engines, which significantly reduces 
both noxious emissions and fuel 
consumption to vehicles running on 
Diesel, Petrol, LPG, CNG, Dual Fuel, 
Bio-methane etc. It is suitable for both 
retrofit and OEM markets. The CFR-ER 
is due to be tested (NEDC & WLTP) at 
the University of Bath Power Train and 
Vehicle Research Centre in October. 
On-road testing has already proven the 
effectiveness of the technology.

WWW.CLEARAIRTECH.COM

COMPANIES SHORTLISTED FOR 2017 AWARDS

BAC (BRIGGS AUTOMOTIVE COMPANY)  
is the British manufacturer of Mono, the 
lightweight, ultra-high performance, 
road-legal supercar designed and 
manufactured using the latest racing 
technology. Aimed at drivers who seek 
a purist driving experience and for 
whom design, engineering excellence 
and performance are of paramount 
importance, Mono is an aggressive 
design and sets a new benchmark in 
the small but elite segment of radical, 
lightweight sports cars. BAC is the 
realisation of a lifelong ambition by its 
founders to develop innovative vehicles 
that show what is possible when we 
question and challenge convention.

WWW.BAC-MONO.COM



EA TECHNOLOGY has led My Electric 
Avenue, a pioneering Ofgem-funded 
project that has been examining the 
impact of electric vehicles (EVs) on the 
local electricity network as sales of EVs 
continue to rise. EA Technology is an 
employee-owned organisation offering  
high-tech instruments, software, electrical 
services and technical consultancy to the  
operators of power networks around the  
world. Through its Future Networks 
division it delivers innovative end-to-end 
solutions to facilitate the introduction of 
low carbon technologies to future proof 
electricity networks, resulting in lower 
cost connections, prompt adoption and 
reduced risk to business.

WWW.EATECHNOLOGY.COM

LIBRALATO, established in 2008, is 
an innovation specialist in low carbon 
vehicle technologies. It has expertise, 
knowledge and new concepts for 
the development of hybrid systems, 
validated through the European Green 
Cars Initiative and Innovate UK projects. 
Its Libralato hybrid engine is the most 
innovative advance in engine design 
since the 1950s Wankel rotary engine. 
The 48V ‘Town & Country Hybrid’ 
powertrain project (TC48) is promoting a 
new paradigm of driving for the average 
car. In a nutshell, ‘Town & Country 
Hybrid’ means driving electric in urban 
areas whilst using the engine for higher 
speeds and longer distances.

WWW.LIBRALATO.CO.UK

EA TECHNOLOGY is regarded as one of the  
leading sources of expertise about the impact  
that electric vehicles have on electricity 
networks, and is working as a bridge between  
the automotive and utilities sectors. The  
company is currently delivering the Electric  
Nation EV smart charging project on behalf  
of Western Power Distribution. EA Technology  
originated in 1966 as a groundbreaking 
research and development organisation 
serving the electricity industry. Today the 
company is a world leader in products and 
services which enhance the performance, 
reliability, safety and cost-efficiency of power  
networks. Headquartered in Cheshire, the 
company’s operations and customers are 
worldwide, with seven global offices.

WWW.EATECHNOLOGY.COM

COMPANIES SHORTLISTED FOR 2017 AWARDS COMPANIES SHORTLISTED FOR 2017 AWARDS

WWW.FORCETECHNOLOGY.CO.UK

FORCE TECHNOLOGY paves the way for 
development and innovation in the high 
precision, high duty spring markets. The 
technology leading company is focused on 
continuously improving its products and 
systems whilst developing its innovative 
approach to design and development of 
processes. Force Technology has invested 
in a modern, state-of-the-art factory in 
Blackpool, Lancashire, and the workforce has  
combined experience of well over 200 years.  
The company operates as a solution 
provider to design, manufacture and test 
springs for dynamic and high dynamic 
applications primarily in the transportation 
market sector including premier automotive,  
marine, off highway and motorsport.

COLOURHOUSE MASTERBATCH 
provides a colour and additive service to 
the automotive and plastics industries in 
granule and dry powder form. Colourhouse 
yields consistent results time after time 
with products designed, developed and 
manufactured within an ISO registered 
system. Colourhouse Masterbatch colours 
can already be found in everyday items such 
as dashboards, carpets, loudspeaker grills, 
door linings, seat trims, glove compartment 
doors and latches. Available in a range 
of colours for use in polymers such as 
polyurethane, polypropylene, polyethylene 
and engineering plastics such as ABS, ASA, 
PBT, POM, TPU, TPE and PA. Colourhouse 
Masterbatch - driven by colour.

WWW.COLOURHOUSEMASTERBATCH.CO.UK

FORTEQ UK is a Swiss-owned global 
technical injection moulding supplier to 
the automotive industry. Its focus areas 
are precision components such as gears, 
timing system guides, air suspension 
pistons, fluid delivery components, 
complex door latch housings, engine mount  
assemblies and filtration parts. It utilises 
6-axis robots and vision systems at its 
modern Huddersfield facility to enable 
cost-effective production of high volume  
components. The forteq team is highly  
focused on meeting customer expectations  
and it has a wealth of experience both 
in the UK and globally to ensure a 
competitive solution can be offered for 
demanding technical plastic projects.

WWW.FORTEQ-GROUP.COM



SIGMATEX is one of the world’s leading 
independent converters of carbon 
fibre, developing and manufacturing 
carbon textiles for composite material 
applications. From global locations, 
Sigmatex supplies Spread Tow, 2D Woven, 
Unidirectional, Multiaxial (non-crimp), 3D 
and Recovered textiles across a wide 
range of industries. Sigmatex’s proven 
capability converts millions of pounds of 
carbon fibre each year for major projects, 
which require high levels of quality and 
reliability. Sigmatex works with customers 
to create carbon fibre textiles which meet 
various requirements, often needing an 
innovative approach to textile design and 
processes, a core strength of Sigmatex.

NGFE is a global business with 
manufacturing units in Japan, China, UK 
and Canada, and it is a member of the 
NSG Group of companies. The group 
is a world-leader in the manufacture of 
glass products for building, automotive 
and information electronics applications. 
NGFE is at the forefront of the design, 
manufacture and marketing of specialised 
glass cord products used in synchronous 
drive applications. Carbon Fibre, Aramid 
and Hybrid cords are also part of the 
company’s portfolio. Primarily used in the 
automotive industry, NGFE cord is also 
used in belts for domestic appliances, 
industrial machinery, office equipment 
and power tools.

WWW.NGFEUROPE.COM

WWW.SIGMATEX.COM

HELICAL TECHNOLOGY has been 
established for over 50 years and has 
a global presence with production 
facilities in the UK, India and China. 
With a background in the design and 
manufacture of springs, valve rotators, 
actuators and prototype exhaust 
systems, the business is now a world 
leader in the design and manufacture of 
acoustic and EGR exhaust valves and 
offers world class testing services at its 
purpose-built Technical Centre.

KENSINGTON CONSULTING, a specialist 
in engineering and manufacturing recruitment,  
was founded in 2006, built upon a team 
of industry experienced consultants, 
delivering solutions through greater 
understanding. Focusing on quality, its 
diverse team maintains a collaborative 
ethos, ensuring stakeholder satisfaction is 
second-to-none, by developing strong  
relationships and demonstrating dedication  
in effective recruitment. The company’s 
Director previously working for Caterpillar, 
Perkins Engines and Alexander Dennis. 
Kensington recruits for leading supply 
chain companies within the automotive 
industry, and is continuously improving its 
understanding to exceed expectations.

WWW.HELICAL-TECHNOLOGY.COM

WWW.KENSINGTONCONSULTING.CO.UK

COMPANIES SHORTLISTED FOR 2017 AWARDS

METIS AUTOMATION develops advanced 
software for connected manufacturing in 
the automotive industry, in two areas:

•  To get new products to market quickly 
whilst ensuring that they are fit for purpose,  
safe and reliable. This is achieved through  
automated validation testing, which 
speeds up the design iteration cycle.

•  To manufacture complex, customised 
products with zero defects. This helps 
manufacturers to improve productivity, 
win new business and strengthen 
brand reputation. This is achieved 
using software that connects manual 
processes, machines and products 
throughout a factory.

KLARIUS PRODUCTS is one of Europe’s 
largest manufacturers of type approved 
replacement emission control parts. 
From its manufacturing site in Cheadle, 
Staffordshire, complete with technical 
development centre, emission test track 
and logistics centre (Autologistiks) it 
employs around 300 people and operates 
a passionate continuous improvement 
culture to drive its business. Klarius test 
and development facilities are also used 
by OEMs and Tier 1 companies in the UK 
for emission testing and prototyping.

WWW.KLARIUS.EU

WWW.METISAUTOMATION.CO.UK

COMPANIES SHORTLISTED FOR 2017 AWARDS



SIGMATEX is one of the world’s leading 
independent converters of carbon 
fibre, developing and manufacturing 
carbon textiles for composite material 
applications. From global locations, 
Sigmatex supplies Spread Tow, 2D Woven, 
Unidirectional, Multiaxial (non-crimp), 3D 
and Recovered textiles across a wide 
range of industries. Sigmatex’s proven 
capability converts millions of pounds of 
carbon fibre each year for major projects, 
which require high levels of quality and 
reliability. Sigmatex works with customers 
to create carbon fibre textiles which meet 
various requirements, often needing an 
innovative approach to textile design and 
processes, a core strength of Sigmatex.

NGFE is a global business with 
manufacturing units in Japan, China, UK 
and Canada, and it is a member of the 
NSG Group of companies. The group 
is a world-leader in the manufacture of 
glass products for building, automotive 
and information electronics applications. 
NGFE is at the forefront of the design, 
manufacture and marketing of specialised 
glass cord products used in synchronous 
drive applications. Carbon Fibre, Aramid 
and Hybrid cords are also part of the 
company’s portfolio. Primarily used in the 
automotive industry, NGFE cord is also 
used in belts for domestic appliances, 
industrial machinery, office equipment 
and power tools.

WWW.NGFEUROPE.COM

WWW.SIGMATEX.COM

SATSAFE® is a revolutionary automotive 
InsurTech company. The company has 
developed innovative camera and GPS-
enabled safety, security and business 
management solutions.  Satsafe combines 
telematics and IoT connected dashcams 
into a fully integrated cloud-based platform 
providing big data analytics to drivers, insurers,  
manufacturers and fleet managers with a  
unique real-time insight into driving patterns,  
habits and risk. Satsafe’s vision for road safety  
and efficiency has secured grant awards from  
the European Space Agency and Innovate 
UK. A member of the consortium behind 
the £15m CityVerve project, a ‘BluePrint’ for 
smart cities, the company enables the next 
generation of automotive big data.

WWW.SATSAFE.COM

COMPANIES SHORTLISTED FOR 2017 AWARDS

MWHEELS was established in 1987 and has  
become one of Europe’s leading independent  
distributors of commercial vehicle wheels. 
The company rebranded in May 2017 to 
support the delivery of the best possible 
service to UK and European customers 
and to reinforce its position as a leading 
supplier in the commercial vehicle wheel 
market. MWheels, a service provider to 
the industry, facilitates customer demand 
and delivers expert advice in collaboration 
with its customers and suppliers, providing 
end-to-end supply chain solutions for 
its range of steel and forged aluminium 
wheels to the commercial vehicle market, 
meeting customers’ return on investment, 
health & safety and legislative objectives.

OAKTEC is a specialist in low carbon 
innovation and concept engine 
development. OakTec is now wholly 
focussed on the development and 
commercialisation of the Pulse-R Multi-
gas and Multi-fuel engine technology and 
has developed a full business plan for 
industrialisation and market launch of the 
first Pulse-R product. OakTec won its first 
commercial contract for Pulse-R in 2016 
to develop a multi-fuel Pulse-R prototype 
for the MoD and is now working on SAGE, 
Small Automotive Gas Engine, and WEDGE, 
World Engine for Distributed Generation of 
Electricity, as multi-partner programmes. 
Batches of engines for customer 
evaluation will be on stream in early 2018.

WWW.MWHEELS.CO.UK

WWW.OAKTEC.NET

COMPANIES SHORTLISTED FOR 2017 AWARDS

PLUS POINT is a supplier of quality 
assurance services and accredited CPD 
training to the automotive sector. Based 
in Cheshire and operating predominantly 
in the UK and Europe, it works with some 
of the largest automotive manufacturers 
and suppliers in the world, providing an 
unrivalled and honest approach to quality 
assurance solutions. Plus Point’s business 
model allows it to provide time and money 
saving solutions to quality control issues, 
returning disrupted automotive production 
lines to normal working order in a matter of 
minutes. As a result of its work, suppliers to 
the automotive sector have saved millions 
and Plus Point has helped streamline the 
automotive production line functionality.

WWW.PLUSPOINTQUALITY.CO.UK



COMPANIES SHORTLISTED FOR 2017 AWARDS

SIGMATEX is a leading independent producer  
of carbon fibre textiles. From global locations,  
Sigmatex develops and manufactures a 
wide range of products including Woven, 
Unidirectional, Multiaxial and Spread Tow 
fabrics for supply to markets including 
Automotive, Aerospace, Construction and  
Sports & Leisure amongst many others.  
Through its innovation-led strategy, Sigmatex  
is highly focused on lightweighting technology  
to meet the mobility sector challenge for  
reduced emissions and improved fuel 
efficiency or EV range. Working in partnership  
with major OEMs and their T1 & T2 supply 
chain, Sigmatex is demonstrating a true step  
change in vehicle performance through the 
adoption of carbon fibre composites.

WWW.SIGMATEX.COM

SETCO AUTOMOTIVE (UK), was 
established in 2006, previously trading as 
Lipe Clutch.  The company has a 40-year 
background in the design, manufacture 
and distribution of commercial vehicle 
clutches for OE and aftermarket 
customers. Setco Automotive is now 
the world’s third largest manufacturer 
of medium and heavy duty commercial 
vehicle clutch systems by volume, having 
developed Lipe branded clutches suitable 
for fitment to most major commercial 
vehicles on the road at competitive rates. 
The Setco Automotive manufacturing 
and distribution centre in Rossendale, 
Lancashire is proud to be certified to ISO 
9001 and OHSAS 18001.

WWW.SCORPIONAUTO.COM

WWW.SETCOAUTO.COM

COMPANIES SHORTLISTED FOR 2017 AWARDS

SCORPION AUTOMOTIVE is the UK’s leading  
designer and manufacturer of vehicle security,  
stolen vehicle tracking, telematics systems 
and bespoke electronic devices for OE line 
fit and approved aftermarket installations. 
All hardware and software is designed and 
manufactured from within its UK based R&D 
and state-of-the-art production facilities 
whilst meeting the exacting requirements of 
ISO/TS16949. Scorpion products are sold 
across the globe with clients such as Aston 
Martin, BMW Motorrad, BAC, Caterham, 
Toyota, Subaru, Isuzu, DAF, Leyland, Iveco, 
Norton and Triumph. Scorpion provides 
British vehicle makers with an opportunity 
to fulfil just-in-time production needs, eliminate  
high import costs whilst improving quality.



INNOVATION
AWARD

This Award is for technical innovation and is related to either a product or a 
process. Innovation projects entered for this category would typically have had the 

benefit of grant funding (either Innovate UK or other) during the year.

JUDGES

Dave Plover Mark Stein    Carol Holden

AWARD PRESENTED BY MARK STEIN

SPONSORED BY

JAGUAR LAND ROVER is the UK’s largest automotive manufacturing business, directly 
employing over 40,000 people, more than double the number in 2011. Ambitious growth 
plans, supported by significant investment in new model introductions and associated 
infrastructure, saw the company deliver its seventh successive year of growth. JLR 
reported retails of more than 604,000 units, a 16 per cent increase year on year with 
revenues of £24.3 billion and profit before tax of £1.6 billion. Jaguar Land Rover has a 
solid foundation on which to meet its future growth ambitions.

COMP-LITE is the design, development, manufacture and test of a concept carbon composite  
bonded chassis to be the basis of the new motorcycle platform for the future growth 
of CCM. The route to market will be the development of the concept into a validated, 
homologated platform of three models for the off-road focussed, adventure bike market. 
CCM is moving to a new direct sales model providing enhanced customer experience and 
a direct understanding of customers’ needs by CCM. CCM predicts that with its new model 
range its market share of the adventure bike market in the UK will move from 0.9% to 1.2% 
and it will be able to fulfil the unfulfilled demand for its products from export markets.

CCM MOTORCYCLES

CLEARAIRTECH

PLUS POINT QUALITY

ClearAirTech has developed a unique technology which is a Catalytic Fuel Reformer and 
Emissions Reducer (CFR-ER) which is suited to both retrofit and OEM markets. The CFRER 
is unique and potentially disruptive to the IC market, in operation it directly improves the  
efficiency of an IC engine by getting more energy from the same amount of primary fuel.  
The CFR-ER, with its ability to significantly reduce noxious emissions as well as the consumption  
of fuel, has a huge potential in national and international markets. In particular the CFR-ER 
could provide a way forward for the diesel sector where recent events and bad press have 
affected the reputation and sales of diesel vehicles; the CFR-ER could make a serious 
difference. There is a Patent Pending and options on International Patents at present.

This year, Plus Point launched its PQC software which has been designed to save millions 
of pounds in the automotive quality control sector. Calculating the total cost, or the ‘grey 
cost’, of quality issues can be extremely difficult as there are many associated costs such 
as staff time spent assessing quality issues, the cost of the part, the distribution costs, 
and the costs of resolving it with the original supplier. Plus Point’s business model allows 
it to provide time and money saving solutions to quality control issues, returning disrupted 
automotive production lines to normal working order in a matter of minutes. As a result of 
its quality assurance work, suppliers to the automotive sector have saved millions and  
Plus Point has helped streamline and smoothen the automotive production line functionality.

SHORTLISTED COMPANIES



Sigmatex develops and manufactures carbon fibre for composite material applications.  
Supplying Aerospace, Automotive, Sports and Leisure markets to name a few, Sigmatex 
converts thousands of tonnes of carbon fibre each year. Throughout the conversion 
process as much as 30% (equating to approx. 150 tonnes) of the raw material is 
classed as waste and historically, was sent to landfill which is costly both financially and 
environmentally. In November 2016 Sigmatex developed a new product – sigmaRF; an 
innovative and sustainable composite material based on reclaimed carbon fibre and 
thermoplastic matrix.  The introduction of this product will enable Sigmatex to reformat 
100% of its waste stream by 2020 and 80% of its customers’ waste by 2022. Deployed 
across all four of its manufacturing sites worldwide, this will have significant environmental 
benefit for both Sigmatex and its customers.

INTERNATIONAL TRADE
AWARD

This Award is for companies that have been  
involved in exporting products during 2017.

JUDGES

Stuart Knowles Carol Holden

AWARD PRESENTED BY STUART KNOWLES 

SPONSORED BY

MORSON GROUP, an award-winning business, is renowned for its quality of service in 
technical recruitment and innovative contributions to cutting-edge engineering design. 
With a global presence and a turnover of £806m in 2016, Morson Group is a three-strong 
collective. Morson International is a specialist technical and engineering recruitment 
company for the engineering industry. Morson Projects provides cost-effective, multi-
disciplined project management, engineering and design services to clients across a 
variety of industrial sectors. Vital Human Resources, acquired by Morson in 2013, is an 
engineering consultancy and recruitment business that delivers high calibre projects and 
people, separately or as a single focused solution.

SIGMATEX UK

SHORTLISTED COMPANIES



A professional and strategic approach to export marketing has enabled Force 
Technology to achieve levels of growth over the last two years that far outstrip 
reasonable expectations for a new business. A “World Class” vision has provided the 
reassurance that the company has the capability to deliver large orders for springs that 
surpasses particularly demanding quality requirements. The company has focussed on 
changing the traditional spring manufacturing offering, to being a business that offers 
leading expert advice about the design, test and analysis of springs, to cope with ever 
higher performance and challenging environments. Force Technology continues to 
grow its market share, supplying springs into ‘blue-chip’ and OE customers in areas 
such as automotive, off highway, motorsport, marine and rail, often displacing much 
larger internationally-based competitors.

Scorpion Automotive is fast becoming a global force in the design and manufacture 
of automotive Electronic Products, Alarms, Immobilisers, Tracking Systems and LED 
Technology. With a strong emphasis on Research and Development backed up by the 
recent £1 million investment in a new state of the art manufacturing facility at its Chorley 
site, Scorpion stands to benefit greatly from the fast moving market changes brought 
about by Brexit and the movement in the exchange rate. Scorpion already supplies an 
impressive list of vehicle manufacturers and aftermarket customers with sales in 16 
countries spanning 6 continents.

MARKETING EXCELLENCE
AWARD

This Award is for SMEs who can demonstrate an innovative and creative 
approach to marketing. It may be a one-off project or a new way of delivering the 
marketing communications that has had a positive impact on the business. The 
project or delivery should be integrated in the fabric of the business and have its 

rationale firmly in the overall business aims and objectives of the SME.

JUDGES

Craig Allen    Carol Holden

AWARD PRESENTED BY CEDRIC CHACON

SPONSORED BY

GEFCO aims to deliver unique logistics solutions, by working alongside manufacturers, to 
design true value-adding partnerships that strengthen competitiveness. The performance 
GEFCO delivers to its customers is built on the expertise acquired over the last 66 
years, particularly in the automotive industry. Present in 150 countries, with over 12,000 
employees across 400 business locations worldwide, GEFCO is developing its activities 
in East and Southeast Asia, Central and Eastern Europe, the Balkans and South America. 
GEFCO’s latest investment is the construction of a purpose-built Logistics Solutions 
Centre in Halewood, Liverpool which opened in October 2017.

FORCE TECHNOLOGY

SCORPION AUTOMOTIVE

SHORTLISTED COMPANIES



Helical Technology designs and manufactures exhaust valves, actuators, valve rotators, prototype  
exhaust systems and springs, offering world-class testing services. To help promote these 
products and services, and get more in-tune with supercar OEM customers, Helical made a 
6L V12 Mk1 GT Racecar to showcase its exhaust valves and exhaust system. It’s the biggest  
asset of Helical’s newly formed Marketing department, in which customers can be driven up  
and down Helical’s own on-site test track, and features in the newly overhauled website 
and brochures. The current Mk2 GT Roadcar is a more refined technology demonstrator, 
but with twin-turbos, also showcases Helical’s turbo actuators. Both cars are “Dynamic 
Test Rigs” used for OEM customer projects and Helical’s own R&D projects. The cars have 
appeared at trade exhibitions, automotive events and racing circuits to get them noticed, 
demonstrating Helical’s engineering passion, enthusiasm and in-house capabilities.

Kensington Consulting never stops researching and identifying methods to Innovate in 
the automotive recruitment industry, providing quality and superiority in the way it recruits. 
The company has applied for this award as it has seen an intense increase in marketing 
strategy results, and recognises it to be a direct impact on the company’s automotive 
sector specifically, with ROI increases, market recognition and retaining and attaining on 
a continuous rise, since its marketing projects have been implemented. As an ongoing 
marketing project, with early results, it is already exceeding expectations – which means 
that success will continue and grow, helping the company in reaching its goal to be the 
UK’s leading Automotive Recruitment Consultancy firm.

Bolton-based CCM Motorcycles celebrated 45 years of motorcycle production in 2016. CCM  
utilises its giant-killing expertise gained from years of success on the race track to create a  
range of bikes that provide a unique riding experience. The award winning GP450 Adventure  
bike bucked the trend for heavy powerful adventure touring bikes with a 450cc single mated  
to a lightweight bonded aerospace aluminium frame and high-quality ancillary components.  
The innovation continues with the Spitfire series of on-trend, stripped back modern retro 
bikes, the Spitfire being voted BiKE magazines 6th best new bike of 2017 from a field of 50.

The Electric Nation EV smart charging project includes two NAA members: EA Technology 
is delivering the project on behalf of Western Power Distribution, and the project’s marketing  
& communication is being directed by Automotive Comms. The project has a clear, but 
challenging, objective: to recruit 500-700 drivers of electric vehicles. This is challenging 
because the project has to target people who are just about to buy an EV, but the intervention  
has to happen in a very limited time window: after an order is placed for a vehicle, but 
before a charge point is ordered. People also have to live in the Midlands, South West or 
South Wales – and they have to be recruited within a finite project deadline. Despite these 
challenges, only one year after launching the project, recruitment has exceeded all targets, 
and the project is now full – five months ahead of schedule. The marketing strategy for 
Electric Nation can be applied to the marketing for any NAA member company.

MWheels is one of Europe’s leading specialists, distributors and service providers of 
commercial vehicle wheels. Through its UK and European distribution facilities and trusted 
partner network, MWheels provides a wide range of steel and aluminium wheels along with 
fitting capability to deliver a best-in-class solution to businesses across Europe. With over 
30 years of experience in the European commercial vehicle market, its team of experts 
possesses unrivalled technical knowledge to deliver the best possible service and help its 
customers meet their return on investment, health & safety and legislative objectives.

CCM MOTORCYCLES HELICAL TECHNOLOGY

KENSINGTON CONSULTING

MWHEELS

EA TECHNOLOGY

SHORTLISTED COMPANIESSHORTLISTED COMPANIES



Plus Point has reinvested its profits this year into launching its CPD accredited training programme  
called the Plus Point Improvement Programme. This training programme is being rolled out to  
clients and to in-house staff by Plus Point. The programme includes Six Sigma training, 
which has been developed by preventative controls qualified individual (PCQI) Mark Sweeney.  
This accreditation allows Mark to present an individual, upon completion of their training, with  
letters after their name. The training is designed to improve quality assurance and control 
methods in the automotive sector, improving skill sets and processes. The training includes 
Lean Awareness, business improvement training, core automotive tools and Six Sigma.

BAC (Briggs Automotive Company) is the British manufacturer of the road-legal, single-seater  
Mono supercar. With a diverse skill set and a proven track record of meeting key objectives 
within the automotive industry, BAC is committed to offering a service and ownership 
experience which exceeds expectations. Driven by passion, a demanding philosophy and 
sheer focused hard work, BAC has a comprehensive and coherent strategy to serve as a 
guide for all its activities. Mono is the very embodiment of BAC’s approach; purity of design, 
innovative engineering, zero compromise and ultra-high performance. With Mono, owners 
have been introduced to a new benchmark in overall satisfaction by virtue of the quality of 
the product, attitude, and service proffered by the company. BAC’s team knows each of 
their customers by name - the foundation of an engaging emotional connection to owners.

OakTec is developing a unique employment environment that is directly partnering its team of  
world-class engineers and designers with engineering graduate trainees. This is turning out  
to be mutually beneficial, giving the trainees direct access to a rich seam of knowledge, 
experience and problem solving and the senior staff support with state of the art engineering IT.  
The trainees become immediate and important parts of the team, and are given responsibility  
to take a project through from design to manufacture and then testing under the supervision of  
an expert in the field. This approach generates a culture that is both very productive and 
stimulates innovation, and allows quality projects to be delivered around very tight timelines 
with minimal stress. The current trainee has been tasked with designing a prototype engine 
from scratch, that will be manufactured and tested within 6 months of the project start.

PEOPLE & SKILLS EXCELLENCE
AWARD

This Award acknowledges and celebrates investment in skills by a small to medium 
sized enterprise employing less than 250 people in the engineering and advanced 

manufacturing sector. The category recognises a business that invests in the 
training and development of its workforce. Judges are looking for applicants able to 

demonstrate that they are a leading light in the area by showing clear evidence of how 
investment in skills can bring benefits to people and businesses alike.

JUDGES

Mike Dickinson Carol Holden

AWARD PRESENTED BY MIKE DICKINSON

SPONSORED BY

INDUSTRY FORUM was established in 1996 by the UK government, the SMMT and vehicle 
manufacturers to improve the performance and effectiveness of the UK’s automotive 
supply chain. Today Industry Forum offers consultancy and training to make manufacturers 
across the Automotive sector more competitive: from operations transformations to shop 
floor training. It has more than 150 specialist consultants and trainers and is active in 30 
countries. It has delivered over 400 consultancy programmes and trained over 25,000 
people over the past 20 years. Industry Forum offers the broadest range of consultancy 
and training services in the manufacturing sector and is the most approved delivery partner 
to manufacturers, for national and international bodies and programmes including IATF, 
VDA, SMMT and the Automotive Council.

SHORTLISTED COMPANIES

BAC (BRIGGS AUTOMOTIVE COMPANY)

OAKTEC

PLUS POINT QUALITY



MANUFACTURING EXCELLENCE
AWARD

This Award will go to the SME manufacturing company who can 
demonstrate the use of effective lean methodologies and techniques 

that focus on improvements in quality, cost, productivity, physical 
waste reduction and non-value adding activities, customer service and 

safety, with processes and policies encouraging the development of 
an engaged workforce and a lasting culture of continuous improvement.

JUDGES

Russell Martin    Carol Holden

AWARD PRESENTED BY RUSSELL MARTIN 

SPONSORED BY

VAUXHALL MOTORS Vauxhall Motors started making cars in 1903. Over 100 years 
later, as one of Britain’s most familiar and loved automotive manufacturers, its philosophy 
remains the same: building vehicles that are relevant for all. From the compact Corsa, 
through the award-winning Astra to the range-topping Insignia Grand Sport, Vauxhall 
Motors has a car for every need. Complementing its car range, Vauxhall Motors is also 
the UK’s largest manufacturer of Light Commercial Vehicles, keeping businesses moving 
with a broad range comprising the small and efficient Combo, the British-built Vivaro and 
the capacious Movano. With over 4,500 staff, and manufacturing plants at Ellesmere Port 
(Astra and Astra Sports Tourer) and Luton (Vivaro), Vauxhall Motors’ family of employees is 
responsible for maintaining the company’s position at the heart of British Motoring Culture. 
Vauxhall Motors is a brand of the PSA Groupe. www.vauxhall.co.uk

Colourhouse Masterbatch provides a colour and additive service to the Automotive 
and plastics industries in granule and dry powder form. Colourhouse yields consistent 
results time after time with products designed, developed and manufactured within an 
ISO registered system, always reviewing and developing the best working practices to 
provide customers with more than just colour.

A professional and strategic approach to manufacturing excellence has enabled Force 
Technology to achieve levels of growth over the last two years that far outstrip reasonable 
expectations for a new business. A “World Class” vision has provided the reassurance that 
the company has the capability to deliver large orders for springs that surpass particularly 
demanding quality requirements. The company has focussed on changing the traditional 
spring manufacturing offering to being a business that offers leading expert advice about  
the design, test and analysis of springs, to cope with ever higher performance and challenging  
environments. Force Technology continues to grow its market share, supplying springs 
into ‘blue-chip’ and OE customers in areas such as automotive, off highway, motorsport, 
marine and rail, often displacing much larger internationally-based competitors. 

forteq UK, located in Huddersfield, is a plastics solutions provider of technical components 
and assemblies to the automotive industry. Many of the components or assemblies produced  
are unseen on the vehicle, such as engine timing systems, air suspension, fluid delivery, HVAC,  
filtration, engine anti-vibration mounts, door latch, window lift or window wiper mechanisms.  
Processing engineering polymers, forteq produces precision plastic parts to often very 
demanding tolerances. Injection mould tooling is made internally in Huddersfield, at forteq’s 
China tool shop, or sourced from a network of local UK toolmakers. forteq Group has global 
injection moulding facilities across Europe, USA and China with over 800 employees and 
has a gear competence centre in Switzerland and an automotive pumps competence centre  
in Italy. forteq supplies to some of the most well-known brands in the automotive industry.

SHORTLISTED COMPANIES

COLOURHOUSE MASTERBATCH

FORCE TECHNOLOGY

FORTEQ UK



Scorpion Automotive is recognised as a global force in the design and manufacture 
of automotive electronic products, Alarms, Immobilisers, Tracking Systems and LED 
Technology. With a strong emphasis on Research and Development backed up by a  
multi-million pound investment in a new state of the art manufacturing facility at its 
Chorley site, Scorpion OE and aftermarket customers are benefiting greatly from the 
fast moving market changes brought about by Brexit and the movement in the exchange 
rate. Scorpion’s aim is to serve more British-based vehicle makers who are increasingly 
seeking component suppliers closer to home to fulfil just-in-time production needs, 
cut logistics costs and improve quality. Scorpion already supplies an impressive list of 
vehicle manufacturers and aftermarket customers with sales in 16 countries spanning 6 
continents. Scorpion aims to expand its global footprint and commencing this year the 
company is targeting a further 12 countries across the Middle East and North Africa region.

LOGISTICS EXCELLENCE 
AWARD

This Award is for businesses that can demonstrate all-round logistical success, 
innovation and above all, excellence. This success can be focused on general 

business performance, launch or development of a new logistics process, 
environmental impact or people engagement.

JUDGES

Mick Doyle    Stephen O’Connor    Carol Holden

AWARD PRESENTED BY CHRIS DOCKREE

SPONSORED BY

DHL SUPPLY CHAIN is a leading contract logistics provider to the automotive industry. 
It has a proven track record of designing and operating world-class supply chains that 
overcome complex customer challenges. Its services cover the entire supply chain from 
transportation, warehousing, inventory and supplier management to kitting, sub-assembly, 
sequencing, line feeding, packaging services and aftermarket solutions. In the UK, DHL 
provides support to a diverse portfolio of OEMs and Tier Suppliers. The value DHL brings 
comes from its ability to create innovative and collaborative solutions which enhance 
supply chain agility, allowing its customers to focus on the core areas of their business.

SHORTLISTED COMPANIES

SCORPION AUTOMOTIVE



Setco Automotive (UK) has a 40-year background in the design, manufacture and 
distribution of commercial vehicle clutches for OE and aftermarket customers. The 
company is centred around its ability to supply customers with a quality product in a short 
timeframe and at an increasingly competitive price. In order to continually improve on this 
commitment, a project was established to optimise the efficiency and effectiveness of 
the stores operations. Thanks to the project’s successful engagement with all employees 
in the stores, significant and tangible reductions were made in stock errors and picking 
errors along with impressive improvements in operational efficiency. A spin-off project was 
also implemented as a post graduate student project through the Lancaster University 
Management School to research further improvements that could be achieved though 
investing in new IT systems. This project also involved benchmarking Setco’s stores 
operations against other member companies of the Northern Automotive Alliance.

Klarius Products manufactures and supplies replacement emission control products 
to distributors, and through innovative integration of lean manufacturing and logistics 
operations, giving its customers increased range, reduced stock and improved service, 
all whilst reducing cost. The dedicated ‘Autologistics’ delivery fleet offers next morning 
delivery for all parts ordered by the end of the previous working day, enabling customers 
to give an unrivalled service to their garages and repair centres.

INDUSTRY 4.0 
AWARD

Industry 4.0 is the convergence of digital, physical and biological assets and is creating 
unprecedented opportunities for UK manufacturing businesses and supply chains to 

optimise productiveness and competitiveness. This Award is open to SMEs companies 
that have used these technology enablers to benefit their core business and have 

implemented and concluded a project within at least one of the following Industry 4.0 
technology areas, Additive Manufacturing, Augmented Reality, Autonomous Systems, Big 
data management, Cloud computing, Cyber Security, Simulation, or Systems Integration.

JUDGES

Stuart Moran    Simon Barnes (HSSMI)    Carol Holden

AWARD PRESENTED BY STUART MORAN 

SPONSORED BY

SIEMENS In the UK, Siemens has been active for over 170 years, employing around 15,000  
people, including about 5,000 in the manufacturing sector, with 14 manufacturing sites and  
more than 25 major offices. Siemens provides innovative solutions to help tackle the UK’s  
major challenges in industry, providing digital solutions to help manufacturers to increase  
productivity, efficiency and create progressively innovative products to drive the transformation  
towards the digital enterprise. The Digital Enterprise Suite enables manufacturers to 
streamline and digitalise their entire business process, seamlessly integrating suppliers into 
the mix. They can begin at any point of their value chain: from product design to production 
planning and on to production engineering and production execution and finally to service.

SHORTLISTED COMPANIES

KLARIUS PRODUCTS

SETCO AUTOMOTIVE (UK)



The development of a revolutionary new method for realising process improvement and 
efficiency in the rapidly evolving automotive composite forming industry. A proprietary 
approach which offers class-leading efficiency savings by leveraging simulation and 
virtual prototyping technologies to help overcome barriers to manufacturing process 
improvement for carbon fibre component forming industry. Acorn2Oak brings years of 
practical industry experience to inform the development of a multi-dimensional solution 
that capitalises on both the operational and strategic opportunities by leveraging the 
latest tools presented by the fourth industrial revolution.

BAC (Briggs Automotive Company) is the British manufacturer of the road-legal, single-
seater Mono supercar. With a diverse skill set and a proven track record of meeting key 
objectives within the automotive industry, BAC is committed to offering a service and 
ownership experience which exceeds expectations. Driven by passion, a demanding 
philosophy and sheer focused hard work, BAC has a comprehensive and coherent 
strategy to serve as a guide for all its activities. Mono is the very embodiment of BAC’s 
approach; purity of design, innovative engineering, zero compromise and ultra-high 
performance. With Mono, owners have been introduced to a new benchmark in overall 
satisfaction by virtue of the quality of the product, attitude, and service proffered by the 
company. BAC’s team knows each of their customers by name. This is the foundation of 
an engaging emotional connection to a tribe in which owners are both welcome and feel 
a custodial sense of pride and involvement. Mono speaks to the driver that has always 
wanted a more intimate and visceral connection to the car. Only Mono is the answer to the 
childhood, teenage, and adult dream of being at the controls of a formula car.

Satsafe is an award-winning automotive InsurTech startup that develops location-
enabled safety and security applications for the insurance and fleet management 
sectors. Satsafe augments existing vehicles with next-generation automotive technology, 
combining a variety of sensors and onboard telemetry into the IoT enabled TelematiCam®.  
The company is a consortium partner in CityVerve - the UK’s £15m city demonstrator 
project for the Internet of Things where, over two years and as lead partner for road 
safety, the company will be demonstrating the societal, commercial and environmental 
benefits of telematics technologies. Through CityVerve and with additional support 
provided by The European Space Agency, STFC Daresbury, Innovate UK and LCR 4.0, 
Satsafe has developed an end to end driver and journey monitoring and scoring solution 
with paradigm-shifting potential to disrupt the market, allowing vehicle, road and driver 
data to be crowdsourced cheaply and effortlessly, giving new insights to manufacturers, 
insurers, drivers and planners.     

Metis Automation helped a Tier 1 automotive supplier transform their manufacturing and 
sales model by offering digital data products to vehicle manufacturer OEMs. This data, 
automatically generated from the production line, will enable an automatic calibration of the 
client’s product into an OEM vehicle, cutting hours of manual tuning and leading to a ‘night 
& day’ vehicle performance improvement. For the client, this has enabled them to win new 
business with key OEM customers.

SHORTLISTED COMPANIESSHORTLISTED COMPANIES

ACORN2OAK INNOVATION SOLUTIONS

BAC (BRIGGS AUTOMOTIVE COMPANY)

METIS AUTOMATION

SATSAFE



COMPANY OF THE YEAR
AWARD

This Award is for businesses that can demonstrate all-round success. 
This success can be focused on general business performance, 

launch of a new product, or development of a new process.

JUDGES

Sally Hepton    Carol Holden

AWARD PRESENTED BY SALLY HEPTON 

SPONSORED BY

BENTLEY MOTORS is the most sought after luxury car brand in the world. The company’s 
headquarters in Crewe is home to all of its operations including design, R&D, engineering 
and production of the company’s four model lines – Continental, Flying Spur, Bentayga 
and Mulsanne. The combination of fine craftsmanship, using skills that have been handed 
down through generations, alongside engineering expertise and cutting-edge technology, 
is unique to UK luxury car brands such as Bentley. It is also an example of high-value British 
manufacturing at its best. Bentley employs around 4,000 people at Crewe.

WHICH  
AWARD  

WILL YOUR  
COMPANY BE  

ENTERING  
IN 2018?



+

Automotive Business Opportunities
Helping businesses to gain commercial benefit from  

new opportunities in the automotive industry

Automotive Comms in partnership with the NAA can offer: 
Market intelligence, project management, and the marketing 

and communication expertise needed to enter new 
automotive markets and achieve high growth

WWW.EATECHNOLOGY.COM

NAA PROJECT

TWISTER is a collaborative research project, with funding from Innovate UK, for the 
development of titanium spring wire and high duty titanium spring applications for use 
in automotive lightweighting and engine efficiency. The TWISTER consortium, brought 
together by the NAA, is led by Performance Springs, with Meltech, The University of 
Sheffield, K-Tech and Bentley Motors. TWISTER seeks a step change in cost reduction of 
titanium wire for springs by demonstrating an innovative continuous direct manufacturing 
process applied to both engine valve springs and suspension springs.     

WWW.TWISTERPROJECT.CO.UK



TEL: 0161 980 6436  

AUTOMOTIVECOMMS.CO.UK

Specialist marketing and communication 
consultancy for the automotive industry

Automotive Comms also runs  
www.GreenCarGuide.co.uk 

The Original UK Green Car News Site, 
established 2006, providing news, reviews, 
features and a guide to the latest green cars.

  Marketing and communication strategies

 Branding

  Website design, e-marketing  
and multimedia

  Design for print and  
exhibitions

 Photography and video

 Writing and PR

  Carrying out the role of marketing director for your organisation 

The UK’s leading low emission vehicle communication experts


